Border Counties Childcare Network (BCCN)

Quality Awards.

3 Sligo childcare services leading the way in providing high-quality pre-school services were among 20 childcare services receiving the BCCN Quality Award at an award ceremony on Sat. 27th March in The Four Seasons Hotel in Monaghan.  These services were First Friends, Geevagh;  Sligo Social Services and St. Molaise Early Learning, Grange.

Speaking at the event, Denise McCormilla, Chief Executive Officer of the BCCN said “This has been a pioneering quality programme for pre-school services, which has helped shape the national quality development agenda and ensured pre-school providers walked the quality walk and did not just talk the talk”  

Denise went on to state 
“Standards can vary hugely within services in terms of compliance with legislation, staff qualifications, provision for play and the level of care and education provided to children.  It is important therefore to give public recognition to those services both private and community who work to a high standard”

To achieve the BCCN quality award, pre-school services must meet a range of quality indicators, including: 

· Compliance with all relevant legislation

· Provision of a safe, secure and well-planned physical learning environment

· Ensuring staff are appropriately trained, promote the best interests of children and engage in ongoing professional development

· Provide a comprehensive play based curriculum

· Work closely with parents

Sligo County Childcare Committee were pleased to have been in a position to support these services throughout their journey towards Quality and were delighted to be present at the presentation of these awards.

Well done to everyone involved  
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